Frequently Asked Questions

The 2020-2021 School Year

In addition to reviewing the information below, please consult our “Parent’s Guide to Remote Learning,” available at
wcskids.net.

Please note: New questions/update information will appear in blue.

If you have a question that is not answered, please submit it to info@wcskids.net.

1. I'mvery disappointed in the district’s decision to suspend athletics, as is my child. Please explain this decision.

When the Board of Education decided to move all instruction to Remote Learning due their concerns
for safety, it changed our course regarding athletics, extra-activities, and many other programs.

Prior to this decision, we were planning to offer both in-person and remote, which would have allowed
us to keep things operating in our schools. Also, while it may be simple to dismiss, there is a very
important fairness issue if some things could operate and not others, and if everything were allowed to
continue, it would create many of the same space and capacity issues given how many clubs and
groups we have throughout the district.

Please know that we are implementing safety protocols so that we are ready for the return of in-person
instruction, which is the goal for all of us. Finally, as you may be aware the MHSAA is a non-profit
corporation that does not have any executive authority over schools as our membership is voluntary.
Likewise, they are in a very difficult position as they try to offer guidance to a state that is very much
divided over whether things are safe for students in school, which in our case, we do not believe they
are at this time.

Please also know we are working everyday trying to find solutions so our students can be students
again.

2. What would be the best device for my 2nd grader to use for schoolology? Any specific laptop or device that
would be the best?

The district recommends using a Windows 10 PC/laptop for accessing online resources. Schoology
works with most other devices, however, the versatility offered with the Windows 10 platform may
make the experience smoother.

3. Are kids required to have web cams? Mine have desktop computers but not web cams. Are these required so
the teacher can see the student?

Without a webcam the student can only watch Webex Meetings and will be limited to chatting with the
room via the keyboard. It is highly recommended.
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4. How will you be coordinating schedules at MMSTC with home school schedules?

While the Macomb Math Science Technology Center (MMSTC) is located in Warren Consolidated
Schools, the program draws from 11 high schools in our county. We have a schedule developed to
meet the needs of the students who come to our programs that will be shared with families.

5. How does a student miss class for a doctor’s appointment? Do they send a message, and email/call the normal
school number? And how do they make up work? Do they contact the teacher directly?

Students will miss classes for appointments or due to illness. Our attendance clerks will still be at work,
and we will still follow the protocol that parents will call their children in sick. As for makeup work,
much like during our normal operations, that will be handled between the teacher and the student.

6. Will Schoology Trainings for parents will be available on our website as recordings?

The Schoology training video will be ready to view by the public by the beginning of next week on our
district website. An Arabic version will be available by the end of next week. Also, there is potential
for the video to be uploaded to YouTube and then would be able to add closed captions in the language
of choice. In addition, the video will be available to the hearing-impaired community as we are working
with sign language interpreters, which is also expected back next week.

7. How does the district and the teachers plan to fit all of the required curriculum into what is essentially only 2
hours per week per class of instruction? How are we going to ensure our students don’t fall farther behind?

We are mindful of the reduction in instructional time that Remote Learning will create. We have
provided professional learning to our teachers on how to be mindful of learning gaps that may result
from last spring, as well as how to best select the most critical grade level standards to focus on in their
instruction. By focusing on working more efficiently, our teachers can maximize the time we do have
with students, which is less time than we have traditionally had.

8. Let’s say students start remote and there is a return to school later in the year, but | am not comfortable
sending them back to school. Can they do virtual learning? If so, do we need to register or put ourselves on a
list NOW, or will we register for it when the decision is made to go back face to face?

Plans on virtual learning and students returning to in-person instruction will be shared with the
community throughout the year. As has been our practice up to this point, we will work with families
and do our best to accommodate needs. For now, families don’t need to do anything. We have a list of
families who have expressed an interest in keeping their children home, and will ask parents as we get
closer to returning to school if they’d prefer to remain virtual.



9. What criteria will you put in place to bring students back to school? When will possibly returning to school be
considered by the Board?

The district will continue to work with the Macomb County Health Department and consider directives
from the Governor’s Office, informing our ongoing review of how to safely bring students back to
school. The State of Michigan requires our Board of Education to review our plans, including details on
returning students to school, monthly.

10. When will | find out my child’s teacher/my child’s schedule?

During the week of August 31, parents should expect an email from their child’s school with schedule
information as well as who your child’s teachers are.

11. My child is in one of the WCS Pre-K programs (World of Fours, Paid Pre-school), how does this impact us?

Families who have registered for one of our Pre-K programs will be contacted by our Early Childhood
Education team to outline how our Remote Plan will impact them. Students enrolled in Transitional
Kindergarten will be contacted directly by their teacher/school principal.

12. Will schools that previously provided free breakfast and lunch still provide these services? Does the lunch
application need to be completed?

Yes, we still provide these services, and yes, the application still needs to be completed.

13. | completed the technology survey and requested a laptop for my child. If and when face-to-face learning
resumes, would students have to return the laptop or do they have the use of it for the entire school year
regardless of the method of instruction?

The additional laptops our district has purchased will be used in classrooms when we return to face to

face instruction. Families should expect to return them to the district, and we will redeploy them into
our buildings.

14. If not for this pandemic, | would not have been aware of the laptop rental provision. Have district laptops
always been available to students?



The district allowing students to borrow laptops for at-home use is a new concept in response to the
move to Remote Learning.

15. Warren Consolidated schools sent out an announcement plan for the Fall of 2020 and there was a section that
stated that all students will do remote learning except those who are required to have in-person supports as
required by state and federal law. What are the requirements for in-person learning?

Some students have state and federal requirements that must be met as part of the Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) process.

16. My daughter is coming back to Cousino in sept.as a senior my question is when do the seniors get to take
S.A.T..A.C.T?? Without scores it's kind of hard to be applying to colleges.

We are very sensitive to the need for students, particularly those who were Juniors last year, to take
the SAT this fall for the purposes of college applications. We are working with the College Board on
what options are available and will have updates for families through our High Schools.

17. Will latchkey be available once in person learning starts?

Yes, latchkey will be available once in-person learning resumes.

18. If students go to the Resource Support room, will they be able to get help from the resource support room
teacher on remote learning as well?

Yes, as part of our Contingency of Learning Plans, those supports for students will be discussed for all
students with IEPs.

19. Are all bands cancelled for now or just the marching band? | have a 7th grader who loves playing the flute in
band. If bands are all cancelled will she be assigned a different elective?

Currently, the suspension of extracurricular activities does not impact band courses that take place
during the school day.



20. Will the Schoology virtual classroom be like a Zoom call?

Yes, very similar. The district uses WebEx as its virtual meeting room platform within Schoology.

21. The Sample Schedule in the Parent Guide Remote Learning provides Teacher collaboration time from 12:45 -
4pm on Wednesdays. Essentially will this be like a half day every Wednesday for students?

Students will likely have school work during this period of time, however, elementary teachers will not
be available during this time.

22. Are laptops required or can we use iPads?

IPads are compatible. Keep in mind the district is offering to provide a district laptop for home use. You can fill
out a survey by clicking here. Please disregard if you already filled out the survey.

23. Will the school's start and end time be different than regular start and end times or will they still be the same?

Detailed schedules, including times, will be sent directly from your school during the week of August
31.

24. Last spring was a challenge for our family, how will remote learning be different?

Our plan last spring was a quick response to a crisis situation. As reflected in our Parent’s Guide to
Remote Learning, we will offer a more rigorous program with more academic instructional
expectations along with a commitment to providing mental health supports for students.

25. How will the district accommodate those students that are full time (Native) students at Butcher if and when
the district becomes In-Person for learning and you as a parent do not feel it’s safe for your student to return?
The academic courses are advanced at Butcher, therefore, if | feel it’s not safe to return in person, my son could
potentially lose out on the opportunity to finish at Butcher. What is being discussed by the district to
accommodate those students?

The district is working on a solution to the middle school students who attend the programs at Butcher
all day. Please watch for more information during the month of September on progress on these plans.

26. Why did the district suspend sports, band, and extra-curricular activities after they could start practicing this
summer and not follow the guidelines from the Michigan High School Athletic Association?
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When summer athletic and marching band activities started, the district was planning to offer both in-
person learning and a virtual option, which would have allowed our activities to continue into the
school year. However, when the decision was made to start school with remote learning for safety
reasons, it was important to suspend all activities separate from the guidelines from the Michigan High
School Athletic Association. There are over 40 different sports, clubs, and activities district-wide and
there was concern for fairness if selected activities could proceed and not others.

Why wasn't the decision to suspend athletics, band, and extra-curricular activities discussed at the Board
meeting?

At the time of the Board of Education meeting, the district was awaiting further direction from the
Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA), which was announced the day after the

meeting. Part of the guidance from the MHSAA was to wait for "the issuance of future Executive
Order(s)" from the Governor's office, which was not consistent with the district's immediate concern
for safety. Also, the decision to suspend these activities is consistent with district policy for snow days
when after afterschool activities are also canceled, especially when it is not safe to allow them to
continue.

Will my child have assigned teachers?

Yes, children will be assigned to teachers, as we have in the past. This information will come directly
from your school.

My daughter is in Kindergarten. Will her online teacher be the teacher she will have when the kids return to
school?

It is very likely that students will have the same teacher for Remote Learning that they will have when
we return to in-person instruction. Changes may come for students who want to remain virtual when
in-person instruction resumes.

Will my child have textbooks, worksheets, and other instructional materials?

Parents should expect their children to have textbooks, worksheets, and instructional materials. Your
school will send you information about an initial materials pickup, and will then inform you throughout
the year on additional items your child may need to participate in their classes remotely.

My child has a 504 Plan. Will counselors be doing regular check ins?
Yes, families should expect to hear from counselors/staff if their child has a 504 plan.
Will teachers be receiving instruction on how to use the required technology?

This summer, our teachers have participated in training on our required technology platforms, as well
as training on how to best select standards/plan instruction for students in a Remote Environment.

What accommodations are being made for Early College of Macomb (ECM) students? The sample schedule in
the remote learning guidelines will not be feasible for them since their college day begins at 11.
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We are working in collaboration with the Macomb Intermediate School District on this issue. Third and
Fourth year ECM students should expect to hear something directly from their high school. Fifth year
students will hear directly from the ECM staff.

My child will be a student at one of the middle schools and Butcher. Will both schools be using Schoology?

Yes, all of our schools will be using Schoology. A feature of the program will allow parents to access all
of their child(ren)’s information through this system.

How do I login to Schoology?

The simplest route is to go directly to wcskids.schoology.com (schoology.com will not work with WCS
accounts). Another option is through Office365. There is also a Schoology link on the Parents/Students
tab of the WCS webpage.

| am having trouble logging into to Schoology. What do | do?

Please contact Shelly Adragna at (586) 698-4702 or via email at madragna@wcskids.net.

Does my child need an account for WebEx?
No, students will not need an account to access WebEx.
What is the Return to School Plan for Warren Consolidated Schools to start the 2020-2021 School Year?

At their meeting on August 19, 2020, the WCS Board of Education approved a two-part
recommendation:

Part 1: Approve to start school September 8, 2020, in a remote learning environment for all students,
except those who are required to have in-person supports as required by state and federal law.

Part 2: Approve the revised Warren Consolidated Schools COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan
for The Ml Safe Schools: Michigan’s 2020-21 Return to School Roadmap.

What is the difference between “Virtual Learning” and “Remote Learning?”

There are similarities between “Virtual” and “Remote” learning, however, they are not identical as you
will see in the chart below. For clarity, the School Board’s decision means ALL students in WCS will
begin the year with Remote Learning.
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“Virtual Learning” “Remote Learning”

40. Our Option for families for children to Should the Governor choose to move family
learn completely online for a semester  back to Phase 3, or the Board of registered for
virtual or the entire school year. Education choose to move to a virtual learning, what
do we option. do?
At this time, some programs, such as Programs such as WCSPA, CPC, MS2TC, At this time,
WCSPA, CPC, MS2TC, MMSTC, MSVPA, MMSTC, MSVPA, TK would be offered.
TK are only offered in-person. we have a
record of all

Schoology is our platform, with
supplemental support from WebEx.

Schoology is our platform, with
supplemental support from WebEx.

families who
have

Taught by WCS teachers, delivering
our curriculum, aligned to state
standards.

Taught by WCS teachers, delivering
our curriculum, aligned to state
standards.

registered for
virtual
learning, so
you don’t need to do anything other than watch for communication from your child’s school/teacher.
When the time comes to move students back to in-person classes, these families will be contacted to
see if they still prefer a virtual learning environment and to be informed of what options they have.

41. How can students check-out a laptop if needed?
Families will be asked to complete a technology survey, which will provide WCS with the needed
information. Laptops, along with other necessary school materials, will be available for pickup prior to
the start of school and into the month of September. More details will follow.

42. What is Schoology?

Put simply, Schoology is a Virtual Classroom where a teacher can interact with students and post
information and assignments to complete. It will serve as our single platform for teachers and students
during Remote Learning.

For parents, they will be able to log in to Schoology and access information for all their children.

43. My son/daughter has an IEP, and | am worried about how they will receive the services they need in a Remote
Environment. What is the plan for our family?

All students with an IEP will be contacted by a member of our Special Education Department to write
an Individualized Contingency Learning Plan. This document will be written in collaboration with
families, and will overview the supports and services students will receive in a Remote Learning
Environment.

In addition, Primary providers will be taking data on IEP goals this fall. This data will be utilized to
discuss IEP services later in the first semester or second trimester. Decisions will be made
collaboratively with parents via an IEP or IEP Amendment based on parent input.

Beginning with our Contingency Learning Plan and IEP process, we may make arrangements for
students to come in to our buildings for support services.

44. Last spring, there were no grades for students. Will that be the same in a Remote Environment?

Students should expect to receive grades as they have in the past. High School students will earn credit
and should expect to see their performance reflected in their Grade Point Average.

45. Will there be the option later in the year to go face to face?



Our goal is to return all students to in-person learning at some point this year, depending on the status
of the pandemic. For those students who elect to remain on a virtual schedule, adjustments will be
considered at that time.

46. Has the board considered a hybrid plan?

In July, another Macomb County district approached the Macomb Intermediate School District with a
similar concept. In response, Pupil Service Contacts throughout our county received guidance in a
meeting from the Supervisor of Pupil Accounting from the MISD that such schedules, under the
traditional law that was updated by the Legislature last weekend, would put a district in a position of
being funded only for the students who were present for a day of instruction. Considering that risk, we
chose not to pursue development of a hybrid schedule.

On a related note, earlier in the summer, the district was pursuing both an in-person and a virtual
option for families. The results of our Fall Parent Option Survey showed 37% of our parents wanted in-
person learning, 40% wanted to keep their children home, and 22% were unsure.

47. Do you have a plan to provide counseling and other mental health supports for students?

Yes, part of our plan for Remote Instruction involves a check-in (every day for elementary students,
three days per week for secondary) where teachers can talk with students and develop relationships.
Should teachers see students struggling, they will be referred to a member of our Counseling
Department.

In addition, counselors will be available to students should they feel as though they need support.
48. Will there be an Open House this fall?

While they will look different, and will likely be virtual events, we will hold Open House this fall for
families. We see this as a good opportunity for parents to ask questions and ensure they know how to
best support their children’s learning.

49. How will my child get a lunch?

Our Nutrition Services Department will continue to offer meals for all students while in a remote
environment on school days. Please watch for additional updates on times and locations for picking up
food.
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