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March 20, 2020
Dear WCS Community,
When I was a kid, my Dad would often say "You only get out of it what you put in to it!" I remember him
saying it about many different things like practicing a musical instrument, saving my paper route money,
or even doing my school work .
Well, there were a couple of big developments today that are really going to test how much our
students are willing to get out of what they put into their schoolwork in the coming weeks.
First, the Michigan Department of Education announced today that while schools are closed, no on line
learning can count toward instructional hours. A first reaction might be why do any work if it is not
going to count? Well, if ever there was a time for us to have high expectations for our children, it is right
now. We must keep them working on enrichment activities and help them get something out of the
work they can do while out of school.
Our experience already tells us that some students lose a bit academically over breaks like summer and
with this extended break, we need to keep them engaged in academics or they stand to fall even farther
behind when they do return to school.
Second, we learned today that the United States Department of Education announced that students
impacted by school closures due to the coronavirus pandemic can bypass standardized testing for the
2019-2020 school year as long as our state applies for the waiver.
These two developments are a great opportunity to teach our children what my Dad taught me . Please
use the Instructional Resources available at WCSKI DS . N ETto help your children be ready when schools
re -open .
Finally, our situation is changing daily, if not hourly, but on our website at WCSKIDS.NET, we have
updated our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) and listed the food distribution sites for next week. As
always, I have the very best for you, your children, our staff and community first on my list.
Sincerely,

R~~~

Superintendent
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