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Dear WCS Community,

At theirmeeting last night, the WCS Board of Education approved a Return to School Plan that has all
students starting school in a Remote Learning environment on Tuesday, September 8, 2020.

To provide information and support for our parents, staff, and community, please visit wcskids.net and
review A Parent’s Guide to Remote Learning and also complete our Technology Request Survey

regarding access to a laptop computerfor use at home.
In addition, with this letter, | have included the following for your additional information:

Frequently Asked Questions - The most common questions that we have been asked in response to
this decision. Additional questions can be submitted to info@wcskids.net that will be answered and
added to this list.

Schoology Training — A set of training dates for parents to learn about our online platform foryour
child’s education.

Most important, we recognize the challenge this will be for families and will do our very best to provide
supportas we all work toward a return to in-person learning. | appreciate your understanding and
support as the safety and well-being of our students and staff are our highest priority.

Please continue to be safe, stay healthy, and visit wcskids.net for updates.

Sincerely,

Dot

RobertD. Livernois, Ph.D.
Superintendent

International District Accreditation
Warren Consolidated Schools is an equal opportunity employer.

> Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
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Frequently Asked Questions

The 2020-2021 School Year

In addition to reviewing the information below, please consult our “Parent’s Guide to Remote Learning,” available at
wcskids.net.

If you have a question that is not answered, please submit it to info@wcskids.net.

1. What s the Return to School Plan for Warren Consolidated Schools to start the 2020-2021 School Year?

At their meeting on August 19, 2020, the WCS Board of Education approved a two-part
recommendation:

Part 1: Approve to start school September 8, 2020, in a remote learning environment for all students,
except those who are required to have in-person supports as required by state and federal law.

Part 2: Approve the revised Warren Consolidated Schools COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan
for The Ml Safe Schools: Michigan’s 2020-21 Return to School Roadmap.

2. What is the difference between “Virtual Learning” and “Remote Learning?”

There are similarities between “Virtual” and “Remote” learning, however, they are not identical as you
will see in the chart below. For clarity, the School Board’s decision means ALL students in WCS will
begin the year with Remote Learning.

“Virtual Learning” “Remote Learning”

Option for families for children to Should the Governor choose to move

learn completely online for a semester  back to Phase 3, or the Board of

or the entire school year. Education choose to move to a virtual
option.

At this time, some programs, such as Programs such as WCSPA, CPC, MS2TC,
WCSPA, CPC, MS2TC, MMSTC, MSVPA, MMSTC, MSVPA, TK would be offered.
TK are only offered in-person.

Schoology is our platform, with Schoology is our platform, with
supplemental support from WebEx. supplemental support from WebEx.
Taught by WCS teachers, delivering Taught by WCS teachers, delivering
our curriculum, aligned to state our curriculum, aligned to state
standards. standards.

3. Our family registered for virtual learning, what do we do?

At this time, we have a record of all families who have registered for virtual learning, so you don’t need
to do anything other than watch for communication from your child’s school/teacher. When the time
comes to move students back to in-person classes, these families will be contacted to see if they still
prefer a virtual learning environment and to be informed of what options they have.

4. How can students check-out a laptop if needed?
Families will be asked to complete a technology survey, which will provide WCS with the needed
information. Laptops, along with other necessary school materials, will be available for pickup prior to
the start of school and into the month of September. More details will follow.


mailto:info@wcskids.net

5. My child is in one of the WCS Pre-K programs (World of Fours, Paid Pre-school), how does this impact us?

Families who have registered for one of our Pre-K programs will be contacted by our Early Childhood
Education team to outline how our Remote Plan will impact them.

6. Last spring was a challenge for our family, how will remote learning be different?

Our plan last spring was a quick response to a crisis situation. As reflected in our Parent’s Guide to
Remote Learning, we will offer a more rigorous program with more academic instructional
expectations along with a commitment to providing mental health supports for students.

7. What is Schoology?

Put simply, Schoology is a Virtual Classroom where a teacher can interact with students and post
information and assignments to complete. It will serve as our single platform for teachers and students
during Remote Learning.

For parents, they will be able to log in to Schoology and access information for all their children.

8. My son/daughter has an IEP, and | am worried about how they will receive the services they need in a Remote
Environment. What is the plan for our family?

All students with an IEP will be contacted by a member of our Special Education Department to write
an Individualized Contingency Learning Plan. This document will be written in collaboration with
families, and will overview the supports and services students will receive in a Remote Learning
Environment.

In addition, Primary providers will be taking data on IEP goals this fall. This data will be utilized to
discuss IEP services later in the first semester or second trimester. Decisions will be made
collaboratively with parents via an IEP or IEP Amendment based on parent input.

Beginning with our Contingency Learning Plan and IEP process, we may make arrangements for
students to come in to our buildings for support services.

9. Last spring, there were no grades for students. Will that be the same in a Remote Environment?

Students should expect to receive grades as they have in the past. High School students will earn credit
and should expect to see their performance reflected in their Grade Point Average.

10. Will there be the option later in the year to go face to face?

Our goal is to return all students to in-person learning at some point this year, depending on the status
of the pandemic. For those students who elect to remain on a virtual schedule, adjustments will be
considered at that time.

11. Has the board considered a hybrid plan?

In July, another Macomb County district approached the Macomb Intermediate School District with a
similar concept. In response, Pupil Service Contacts throughout our county received guidance in a
meeting from the Supervisor of Pupil Accounting from the MISD that such schedules, under the
traditional law that was updated by the Legislature last weekend, would put a district in a position of
being funded only for the students who were present for a day of instruction. Considering that risk, we
chose not to pursue development of a hybrid schedule.



On a related note, earlier in the summer, the district was pursuing both an in-person and a virtual
option for families. The results of our Fall Parent Option Survey showed 37% of our parents wanted in-
person learning, 40% wanted to keep their children home, and 22% were unsure.

12. Do you have a plan to provide counseling and other mental health supports for students?

Yes, part of our plan for Remote Instruction involves a check-in (every day for elementary students,
three days per week for secondary) where teachers can talk with students and develop relationships.
Should teachers see students struggling, they will be referred to a member of our Counseling
Department.

In addition, counselors will be available to students should they feel as though they need support.
13. What criteria will you put in place to bring students back to school?

The district will continue to work with the Macomb County Health Department and consider directives
from the Governor’s Office, informing our ongoing review of how to safely bring students back to
school.

14. What about athletics, marching band, and extra-curricular activities?

In the interest of safety that prompted the district to start school in a Remote Learning environment,
athletics, marching band, and extra-curricular activities are temporarily suspended and will be re-
evaluated as part of our return to in-person learning. Many schools and universities in Michigan and
across the country have made the difficult decision to suspend activities in the interest of safety.

15. Will there be an Open House this fall?

While they will look different, and will likely be virtual events, we will hold Open House this fall for
families. We see this as a good opportunity for parents to ask questions and ensure they know how to
best support their children’s learning.

16. How will my child get a lunch?

Our Nutrition Services Department will continue to offer meals for all students while in a remote
environment on school days. Please watch for additional updates on times and locations for picking up
food.
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Warren Consolidated Schools

Schoology

Schoology Features that Enhance the Digital Learning Experience:

Instructional Tools

Various assignment features allowing
teachers to create media-rich lessons.

Robust assessment features.

Grading tools allow teachers to provide
many forms of feedback.

Schoology Connections

Single Sign On with Office 365, no need for
students to have multiple logins and
passwords.

Partnerships with various sites like
YouTube, Khan Academy, etc. so all tools
are woven into one platform.

Students love Schoology because it’'s
designed like the technologies they like to
use outside of class. They become more
invested in learning through online
discussions, sharing their ideas via videos
and images, and simply engaging in a safe,
moderated online environment.

-

Communication

Students and Teachers can interact through
interactive discussion boards.

Safe/Moderated messaging features.

Parent accounts available.

e

Mobile Applications

Connect anywhere on any device.

App available on iOS, Android, Kindle and
Chromebook devices.

Complete assignments, participate in
discussions, view feedback and grades all
from the app, without the need for a
computer.

\

schooloGy:

PowerSchool

Schoology works with PowerSchool on
various levels.

PowerSchool manages courses so there is
no need for teachers or students to register,
it's done for them.

Grades can be transferred directly to Unified
Gradebook and Parent Portal.



Warren Consolidated Schools
&
Schoology

Parent Preview/Training Dates:

In addition to handouts and prerecorded videos on our website, we will offer parent
trainings on the following days/times:

August 26 — 2 pm
August 27 — 2 pm
August 27 — 6 pm
September 2 — 9 am
September 3 -9 am
September 3 -6 pm

Parents can join these trainings by clicking on this link, no preregistration is required.

Please watch our website, wcskids.net, for a translated version of this training.


https://wcskids.webex.com/meet/fkyewski
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